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Remember me, Oh God. 

Living in Community (Ezra-Nehemiah) Series – Nehemiah 13 

August 14, 2016, by Philip Pinto @ Village Bible Church 

Who was Nehemiah addressing?   

“On that day”  The day the wall was dedicated 

 Reading the law and finding shortcomings (v. 1-2) 

 People repent (v. 3) 

“Now before this”  Reforms leading up to the dedication 

1) First problem: neglecting giving (4-14) 

 How the problem had grown to this point 

o Abuse of power/ position (4-5) 

o Nehemiah was gone (6) 

 Nehemiah’s response to the problems (anger) (7-11) 

1) Tobiah had place to stay in the Temple Complex (7) 

 
2) Servants of the Lord had not been taken care of as 

instructed (10-11) 

 
 Judah’s response to Nehemiah’s correction = repentance 

(v. 12-13) 

- They started giving   (12) 

- Nehemiah appointed treasurers (13) 

- Nehemiah’s first prayer of three (14) 

2) Second problem: profaning the Sabbath (15-22) 

 Nehemiah discovered the problem (15-16) 

 Nehemiah confronted those with the problem, the leaders. 

(17-18) 

 Nehemiah took steps to prevent further abuse 
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o He closed the city before the Sabbath until it was over 

(19) 

o He told the merchants to stay away or he would “lay 

hands on” them (20-21) 

o He instructed the Levites to purify themselves and 

enforce keeping the Sabbath Holy (22) 

3) Third problem:  intermarriage 

 Neglect of this law had caused all kinds of unforeseen 

problems…  that’s what happens! (23-24) 

 Nehemiah confronted and punished those practicing this 

(25-27) 

o This was even in the family of the high priest (28) 

 

Nehemiah closes his prayer (29-31) 

 Negatively against the offenders (29) 

 Positively for himself as the cleanser (30-31) 

 

Applications 

 Consider keeping a prayer journal 

 Practical/ physical accomplishments are not the most 

important things in life. 

 Strive for “well done, good and faithful servant!” 
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