
 

To Be… or Not to Be (Part 1) 
1 Timothy 3:2b (Series: The Transforming Church) 

On May 28, 2023, by Philip Pinto @ Village Bible Church 

C. Leadership in the church (3:1-13) 
1. Overseers (v. 1-7)   
2. Deacons (v. 8-13) 

a. The office (v. 1) 
b. The qualifications – above reproach (v. 2-7) 

1). Things he is to be (v. 2) 
i. The husband of one wife 
ii. Sober-minded [KJV = vigilant] 

 (nay-fal'-eh-os) 
Adjective 

1. “sober, temperate 
1. abstaining from wine, either entirely or at least from its 

immoderate use 
2. of things free from all wine, as vessels, offerings” 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/kjv/nephaleos.html, 5/23/23 
(Thayer and Smith. Greek Lexicon entry for “Nephaleos") 
 

iii. Self-controlled 
 (so'-frone)  
Adjective 

1. “of a sound mind, sane, in one's senses 
2. curbing one's desires and impulses, self-controlled, 

temperate” 
https://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/kjv/sophron.html, 5/23/23 (Thayer 
and Smith. Greek Lexicon entry for “Sophron".) 

iv.  Respectable, [KJV = of good behavior] 

 (kos'-mee-os) 
Adjective 

1. “well arranged, seemly, modest” 
https://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/kjv/kosmios.html, 5/23/23 (Thayer 
and Smith. Greek Lexicon entry for “Kosmios".) 

 
v. Hospitable 

 (fil-ox'-en-os) 
Adjective 

1. “hospitable, generous to guests” 
https://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/kjv/philoxenos.html, 5/23/23 
(Thayer and Smith. Greek Lexicon entry for “Philoxenos".) 

 
vi. Able to teach (cf. Matt. 28:19-20) 

 (did-ak-tik-os') 
Adjective 

1. “apt and skillful in teaching” 
https://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/kjv/didaktikos.html, 5/23/23 

(Thayer and Smith. Greek Lexicon entry for “Didaktikos".) 
 
➢ The overseer sets the example for all Christians to reflect the 

image of Christ by being… 
▪ The husband of one wife, [honoring God’s view of marriage] 
▪ Sober-minded,   
▪ Self-controlled,    
▪ Respectable,    
▪ Hospitable,   
▪ Able to teach. 
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