
 

An Honorable Vessel (Part 1) 
2 Timothy 2:20-26 (Series: Declaring the Gospel) 

On January 28, 2024, by Philip Pinto @ Village Bible Church 

I. Encouraging Timothy to gospel fidelity (1:1-18) 
II. Encouragement to stick with it and suffer for the gospel (2:1-26) 

A. Be strengthened (v. 1-7) 
B. Things to consider (v. 8-13) 
C. Things to teach and address in the church (v. 14-19) 

Partly in response to Gnosticism 

D. Becoming an __________ _________ in 

the church (v. 20-26) 
 
1. Honorable vs. dishonorable vessels (v. 20-21) 

a. Those for __________ use (gold, silver) (v. 

20a) 

b. Those for ____________ use (wood, clay) 

(v. 20b) 

c. Becoming ____ for honorable use (v. 21) 

1.) ________ oneself from what is 

dishonorable 

2.) Become a vessel for honorable use 

i. ____ ______ as holy 

ii. ________ to the Master 

iii. _______ for every good work 

2. Maintaining an “honorable” status (c. 22-23) 

3. Being the Lord’s [“Master’s”] useful servant (v. 24) 

4. God’s work through the useful servant (v. 25-26) 
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D. Becoming an honorable vessel in the church (v. 20-26) 

 
5. Honorable vs. dishonorable vessels (v. 20-21) 

a. Those for honorable use (gold, silver) (v. 20a) 

b. Those for dishonorable use (wood, clay) (v. 20b) 

c. Becoming fit for honorable use (v. 21) 

1.) Cleanse oneself from what is dishonorable 

2.) Become a vessel for honorable use 

i. Set apart as holy 

ii. Useful to the Master 

iii. Ready for every good work 

6. Maintaining an “honorable” status (c. 22-23) 

7. Being the Lord’s [“Master’s”] useful servant (v. 24) 

8. God’s work through the useful servant (v. 25-26) 

 

Pastor’s Note:  The last section of Paul’s encouragement to stick 
with it and suffer for the gospel (2 Tim. 2) almost appears out of 
place.  What does becoming an honorable vessel in the church (v. 
20-26) have to do with that?  What even is an honorable vessel?  
There is so much in this passage, we’ll break it down into smaller 
parts as we examine “An Honorable Vessel.”   


